Appendix 4 — Use of Medicare Mark for Part D Sponsors
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

All plans may use the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark only after
electronically executing the Medicare Mark License Agreement in HPMS. Only a CEO, CFO, or
COO who is designated as an authorized signer in HPMS s eligible to execute the Medicare
Mark License Agreement. In certain circumstances, the Medicare Mark License Agreement may
be signed in hard copy. The license agreement is effective for a single contract year and plans
must renew annually to continue using the mark. Unless otherwise approved, no individuals,
organizations, and/or commercial firms may distribute materials bearing the Medicare
Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark. Plans may use the mark on communications and
marketing materials consistent with this chapter.

Use of Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark on Items for Sale or
Distribution
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

All plans may use the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark on items they
distribute, provided the item(s) follow(s) guidelines for nominal gifts, as provided in 42 CFR §
423.2263(b)(2). Plans cannot sell items with the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program
Mark for profit.

Approval to Use the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark

Plans must submit requests to distribute other items (materials that are not included in this
chapter) bearing the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark to CMS at least 30 days
prior to the anticipated date of distribution. Plans should send requests sent to:

Office of the Administrator
Office of Communications
Visual & Multimedia Communications Group
7500 Security Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

Once CMS has approved a request, the following will apply: 1) approval will be effective for a
period not to exceed one year; and 2) approval will be granted only for those items for which use
of the mark was requested in the request letter and for which CMS granted written approval.

Prohibition on Misuse of the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark Section
1140 of the Social Security Act

42 U.S.C. section 1320b-10 prohibits the misuse of the Medicare name and marks. In general, it
authorizes the Inspector General of DHHS to impose penalties on any person who misuses the
term Medicare or other names associated with DHHS in a manner which the person knows or
should know gives the false impression that DHHS has approved, endorsed, or authorized it.
Offenders are subject to fines of up to $5,000 per violation or in the case of a broadcast or
telecast violation, $25,000.
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Mark Guidelines
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

The Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark is a logotype comprised of the words
Medicare Rx with the words Prescription Drug Coverage directly beneath.

Medicare
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Always use reproducible art available electronically. Do not attempt to recreate the Program
Mark or combine it with other elements to make a new graphic. Artwork will be supplied in
.EPS, .TIFF or .JPG format after notification of approval into the program.

Mark Guidelines - Negative Program Mark
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

The Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark may be reversed out in white. The entire
mark must be legible.

Medicare
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Mark Guidelines - Approved Colors
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

The two (2)-color mark is the preferred version. It uses PMS 704 (burgundy) and sixty-five (65)
percent process black. It is recommended that if the CMS mark is used in conjunction with the
brand mark, that the black versions of those logos be used.

Medicare
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The 1-color version in one-hundred (100) percent black also is acceptable.

Medicare

Prescription Drug Coverage
Mark Guidelines on Languages
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act
The Spanish version of the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark may be used in

place of the English language version on materials produced entirely in Spanish. The two (2)-
color version is preferred, but the grayscale, black and negative versions may be used.

Medhicare

Cobertura Para Recetas Médicas

Mark Guidelines on Size
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

To maintain clear legibility of the Program Mark, never reproduce it at a size less than one (1)
inch wide. The entire mark must be legible.
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Mark Guidelines on Clear Space Allocation
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

The clear space around the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark prevents any
nearby text, image or illustration from interfering with the legibility and impact of the mark. The
measurement “x” can be defined as the height of the letter “x” in “Rx” in the Program Mark.
Any type or graphic elements must be at least “x” distance from the mark as shown by the
illustration.
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Mark Guidelines on Bleed Edge Indicator
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

The Program Mark may not bleed off any edge of the item. The mark should sit at least one--
eighth (1/8) inch inside any edges of the item.

Mark Guidelines on Incorrect Use
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

Following are rules for preventing incorrect use of the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit
Program Mark:

Do not alter the position of the mark elements;

Do not alter the aspect ratio of the certification mark;

Do not stretch or distort the mark;

Always use the mark only as provided in the CMS approval/license agreement;

Do not rotate the mark or any of its elements;

Do not alter or change the typeface of the mark;

Do not alter the color of any of the mark elements;

Do not position the mark near other items or images. Maintain the clear space
allocation;

Do not position the mark to bleed off any edge. Maintain one-eighth (1/8) inch safety
from any edge;

Do not use any of the mark elements to create a new mark or graphic; and

Do not use the mark on background colors, images or other artwork that interfere with
the legibility of the mark.

Mark Guidelines for Part D Standard Pharmacy ID Card Design
Section 1140 of the Social Security Act

Use of the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program Mark on an ID card must be consistent
with guidance mentioned in this section.
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Part D Plan Sponsor Name/Logo
sponsor
logo
place-
holder

RxBin 999999

RxPCN ABC1234567

RxGrp ABC123456789 o

Issuer  (80840) MedicareR

ID 12345678901
Name JOHN Q PUBLIC

CMS - S5555 XXXX
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